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Cartoons

are for

EVERYONE

There is nothing like waking
up on a Saturday morning,
walking downstairs to the
living room and turning

on cartoons. Many people
believe that cartoons are
meant for the entertain-
ment of children but that

is not completely true.
Cartoons and animation

is a form of entertainment
meant for the audience to
escape from the real world.
Just like how reading, music
and live entertainment are
used for escaping reality,
cartoons and animation are
a visual escape from reality
for everyone. Twenty years
of my own life has been
escaping reality using an-
imation. | have rewatched
the majority of the cartoons
I've grown up watching but
now with the perspective of
an adult. I've learned that
these children cartoons are

not just for children. | know
many people have realized
this for many years.

The InToon Magazine is
meant to highlight anima-
tion and animators who
have made animation for
larger audiences. When |
was younger, my cousin and
I would have sleepovers but
his mother was very strict
about the cartoons he was
allowed and not allowed

to watch. Many of them
were the cartoons | have
been into. My cousin wasn’t
much younger than me, but
his mother felt cartoons
were too inappropriate for
him. Now rewatching, |
can see why but still can’t
understand why it matters.
As a child, | never paid
attention to the content
and story of cartoons. |
would laugh at the childish
jokes but really focus on

the eye-catching animation.
A lot of cartoon concepts
stem from adult themes.
“Regular Show,” for ex-
ample is a cartoon about

a talking blue jay and a
talking raccoon working

at a park. Before this show
aired, animator and writ-

er J.G. Quintel submitted
“2AM in the PM” to a film
festival. This short anima-
tion is about two gas sta-
tion attendants who acci-
dentally trip on LSD at work
on Halloween. This short
inspired an 8 season car-
toon series on Cartoon Net-
work for kids. What made
this different from most kid
shows is that themes were
adult. This made the show
more enjoyable for a larger
audience.




Cartoons Relation
to the Real World

Mental Health

Mental Health Awareness is import-
ant. Cartoons are a great escape
from the cruel mind. However, many
cartoon characters have mental
health issues. Take for example

the cast of Winnie the Pooh, each
character is based around specific
mental disorders. Winnie the Pooh
represents someone with an eating
disorder. He is always thinking

of honey, and when he finds it,
expect his head in a jar of honey.
The character Piglet suffers from

LGBTQ+

The representation of the LGBTQ+
community in animation has not
been mindful in cartoon history.
Over the past 30 years, gay charac-
ters many appear in adult cartoons.
Also, most of these cartoons that
have gay character are comedies,
such as Family Guy, South Park,
Simpsons. A lot of the time, the
LQBTQ+ community is misrepre-
sented in these types of cartoons.
Modern cartoons have been doing
better, including these characters.
The HBOmax original “Harley Quinn”
is a great example. Harley Quinn is
usually known to be the girlfriend of
the Joker, but this series explores
Harley without The Joker. The series
challenges Harley trying to be an
individual. She goes through identity

an anxiety disorder. Tigger’s high
energy persona and forgetfulness
show symptoms of attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder, also known
as ADHD. Eeyore has major depres-
sive disorder. Rabbit has obsessive
compulsive disorder (OCD), and Owl
represents narcissistic personality
disorder. Lastly, Christoper Robin,
he suffers from schizophrenia. It

is hard to tell if the characters
developed this or if it was just
coincidental. Now, the audience’s
perspective may change with this
knowledge, but it’s a children show

issues such as
Yy @

purpose, dependency and sexuality.
Another great example of a cartoon
incorporating LGBTQ+ themes is
“Adventure Time.”

The show follows Finn, the Human
and his dog, Jake, on adventures
around post apocalyptic earth. In
the show, Princess Bubblegum is
the ruler of the candy kingdom, and
Finn is the hero of the land. Marce-
line is the vampire queen of Finn’s

and a

character

made for

children.

People

who may

suffer

from any

of these disorders related to these
characters. It’s all about relating
to the audience; however, people
feel that these characters can
be real based on their struggles.

best friends. In the early years of
this series, the show built a lot of
romantic tension between Finn and
Bubblegum but ultimately it never
worked out. Marceline and Finn
have always been friends; however
Bubblegum and Marceline have
always had this unspoken dislike
for each other? Jealousy over Finn
maybe? That’s what the younger
audience thought when this aired.
As the series continued, the show
subtly introduced a romantic rela-
tionship between these characters
without saying anything. The series
finale of the show finally addressed
the question. For a kid show, this is
a big step for the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity to get representation in a kids
cartoon. It’s good for the younge
audience to get that exposure.

Black

In 2016, Grammy
Award winning art-
ist Tyler, the Creator

com mun ityreleased a show with

his friend co-creator Li-
onel Boyce, called The

@elellies. The show originally
aired on the Golf Media

app. The concept is cen-

-7 tered around a white teen-

ager named Cornell who

> was adopted by a family

picked up a year later by
the Adult Swim network.
Only one thing changed
before it transitioned to

live television; some fans
questioned the decision
made by the creators. One
fan asked Tyler, the Creator
at 2017 Comic-Con San
Diego,

Tyler’s responded,

Tyler saw the lack of black
black cartoon characters
leading the show. He want-
ed a black lead character
whodidn’t fall into any black
stereotypes. This has been

a problem for ages but it
has been getting better over
time. Animated features
such as Pixar’s Soul are a
great representation of the
black community. The prob-
lem is not that there aren’t
enough black cartoon char-
acters. The problem is that
there aren’t enough black
main characters being rep-
resented. After the video of
Tyler’s response got around
social media, progress has
been made, and it’s a slow
process. Now that people
realize, hopeful real change
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Animations
& ||
Music

Music and animation is the project revolves
not a new concept, it has around the project
been around for de- getting leaked without
cades. But it’s worth the Denzel’s and Kenny’s
mention because of how knowledge. Now they

well they work together. have to go through

Look at the iconic music Kenny’s computer to

video for The Beatles find all the files and

hit song Yellow Submarine. The music video was the save the project.

released in 1968 and it was impres- oy Each song changes the animation
sive at that time. The psychedelic ! tyle to keep the viewers engaged.
animation behind a fun catchy 4 ! e This got a lot of attention in the
Beatles song enhances the joy of : . e . | media; in fact, Kanye West and Kid
their music. Other examples such ke ' "4 Cudi were in talks of making one
as Gorillaz’s Feel Good inc. and, . _ ' T of their own for their 2018 collabo-
despite recent controversy, Kanye - ' ration album, Kids See Ghost. Due
West’s Graduation. There is one v - a ).to Kanye’s recent controversy and
music video that stands out by far, N— LA TN ““the falling out between the two
the collaboration project by Denzel " friends, it doesn’t seem like that
Curry and Kenny Beats, Unlocked. : video album will ever be made. One
Released in 2020, the video is 23 minutes long day hopefully the right artist will come along and

and it covers the entire project. The story around try to continue this trend.







Anime/ Japanese, | find

this style of animation Prolly Edd Ed n Eddy. Those fel-
to be the best 2R B las taught me the importance of
quality and the . voa 4 a hustle and a grind when | was

most astetically g ‘ : IILa young boy. Aﬁfso the animation

pleasing
- Albert C.

style is very

funny to me and

the crude humor
~appealed to

-

=74 me when | was
younger

9".} - Julian A.

ey
B ik

—

Rick and Morty because i like the fel 2 , <
futuristic look and traveling into f
the galaxy style of animation. i
also love how the characters were
done
I - Kyle P.

Favorite Ca rtoons My favorite cartoon style is

classic comic book graph-
from the fans ic because something
just feels so right about it.
Seeing art that looks like
S Ly¥art has a better

Aqua Teen Hunger Force;

Simply for the reason that

it’s hilarious and you do not

know what is going to happen

each episode. ' L l

It’s the fact of

wondering and . e \

confusion that G SRl 15 WP, o\ L : Archer. It's a

really gets you. O\ E 3 i v B - e \ —comedy spy

' ) 3 series, the anima-
xtion is detailed,
7".and the show is
-easy to follow




